SUPPORTER OF THE WEEK


Paul Parker

Personal details 
Aged 24.  After a few years of contributing to the Magpies in Space forum, Mark Rees kindly approached me to assist with the running of his website.  As well as a few other supporters we keep the site updated with scores and news.  I also add the poll questions to the site and would welcome any ideas.    

I am one of the younger members of the Communication Panel.  One of my more successful ideas was to run a reserve shirt sponsor raffle which raised £750 for the Chorley Runshaw side.  I would like to take this opportunity to thank the people who took part in the raffle as well as Ed Cookson and Tony Neve for their help.  Thanks to my mum the club were made aware of Harwoods interest to become involved.   

How long have you been a Chorley supporter?

Earliest Magpie Memory?

As far as I am aware the 3-0 FA Cup victory against Wolves was my first Chorley match.  What a match to start with and it could be said it has been mostly downhill from there on!  The fact that I was only 10/11 years old at the time I don’t remember a great amount of the game, but vividly remember a female Wolves fan giving our coach the V-sign as we left the ground.  I also attended the 0-0 draw against Preston but thankfully missed the replay at Deepdale.  I didn’t become a regular Chorley supporter until half way through the Northern Premier Championship season after weeks of pestering my dad (Stephen Parker) to take me to Victory Park.

Most memorable match(es)?

A game that I remember as memorable was the 4-3 FA Trophy replay victory against Boreham Wood after Extra time.  The game was made all the more memorable due to the fact that I was one of the supporters on the two full coaches who had travelled around 10 hours on the Saturday to Boreham Wood only for them to equalise in injury time to force a replay.  The return match at Victory Park although may not have been a great footballing match had many twists and turns on the night including extra time.  Kenny Mayers also had one of his better games that night.

Other games of note include our last Premier Division game at Leigh RMI when the supporters at that game wrongly believed that if we won the match we would stay up, due to Hucknalls apparent failing to meet ground grading.  The two legs of the FA Trophy semi final with Macclesfield will never be forgotten.

Game(s) you would rather forget?

Of the matches I have attended the defeat against Maine Road has to be top of the list.  Any defeat against local rivals Bamber Bridge is always painful.

Favourite all-time player(s)? 

Without question Paul Moss is my favourite player of all time.  Mossy played the game with 100% commitment whether we were playing a league cup match or big FA Cup match.  He was a footballing hero of mine as a kid and I even sent him a fan letter once.  The shirt he wore against Wolves was on display at the player’s reunion night in 2000 and I would love to know who has that shirt now as I would like to add it to my memorabilia collection.

Least favourite all-time opposition players?
I think my vote for this category will have to be Jez Baldwin.  He played for both Bamber Bridge and Accrington Stanley which is a good start.  He was always one of those annoying opposing players who you always felt was fouling when he challenged for a header .He picked up a number of bookings against us and was sent off on the odd occasion as well.

Favourite away ground(s) visited?

Few grounds match Victory Park for quality.  I don’t really have a favourite away ground but the most impressive Unibond ground would have to be Boston United who always had a stadium and support to reach the football league.

Least favourite away ground(s) visited?

Plenty of candidates for this award and grounds who if relegated would need hundreds of thousands of pounds of investment to reach the ground grading again.  If I had to pick one it would be Bishop Auckland’s old ground.  I find it laughable that they have had one of the worst grounds in the league for years yet the league chose to demote them just when they are building a new stadium.  The old stadium gets my vote due to the fact that you could only view the game from one side and end of the ground and they were in a state of disrepair.  Their seated stand looked like it was built the year the club was founded and the pitch had the typical slope.

All-time favourite Chorley team? 

Goalkeeper – Simon Marsh 

---

Defenders – Colin Jackson, Steve Lampkin, Craig Wardle, Simon Kay

---

Midfielders – Tony Ward, Dean Emerson, John Brady

---

Attackers – Paul Moss, Brian Ross, Mark Edwards

---

Subs 

Andy Banks (goalkeeper)

Ian Leather (defender)

David Lowe (midfielder)

Carl Dyson/Conlon (attacker)

Manager – Surprise choice of Graham Barrow. The only manager to have real success during the fourteen seasons I have watched Chorley was Ken Wright.  Graham Barrow has been linked to the job in the past and has had managerial success.  As he is Chorley born and bred and an ex player, the club would mean more to him than most managers.  He would have good contacts in the local area and would probably look to play more local players in the team. 

