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COMMUNICATIONS PANEL

SUMMARY
24 April (Ossett) 

_______________________

SUPPORTERS’ TRUST

The 24 April Communications Panel invited the Supporters’ Trust to outline 

· How Trust might help the club 

· How initial plans are progressing 

· Any projects Trust might tackle over the close-season

Trust members Chris Blackburn and Mark Rees reported that a Working Party had been set up and that Ryan Modlin would act as the liaison officer between the directors and supporters. Working Party meetings are held regularly and anyone can attend. Details of next meeting will be given on Magpies in Space website.

The Trust said that they would like to look at 3 areas during the close season:

· A Groundforce Day, probably in conjunction with the Rugby supporters, to paint parts of the ground. Date to be arranged, but probably a weekend in June.

· To obtain sponsorship for first five matches of new season.

· A board erected in the town to advertise the club and the next home match.
GROUND 

Ken Wright reported that he had been impressed by recent demonstration of CCTV system for football grounds, but had yet to learn of precise cost for Victory Park. The system, which records on disc, could also be used to ‘video’ matches.

It was hoped to renovate the pitch in June during a period of no home Rugby games.

RESERVES/YOUTH TEAMS

It was well recognised by the Board that the Reserves had been successful this season in bringing forward two (possibly three) first teamers. However, there was still doubt about where the Reserves might train/play next year. If no suitable ground could be found, then may have to consider alternative league.
YOUNG SUPPORTERS

The Supporters’ Trust and Communications Panel will be putting forward a scheme to allow all under 14’s in free, with or without parents, for the directors to consider for next season.

PRE-SEASON FRIENDLIES 

Preston NE had again agreed to play and the game would probably be on a Saturday early in July. Several other league teams had been approached, but to date no further fixtures had been finalised. 

OTHER WAYS SUPPORTERS MIGHT HELP

Directors asked for further help with

· The Celebrity Golf Day (£250 per team of three) at Clitheroe Golf Club. Mainly for corporates. Contact office on Chorley 263406 if you know of any company/group that might be interested.

· Black & White Draw, which needs several helpers to collect weekly payments. No selling necessary and agents get a commission.

THREE YEAR PLAN & STRUCTURE OF THE CLUB

An explanation of how the football club fits within the structure of the Group had been presented to the Supporters’ Trust and had been published in a recent programme. The club has annual plans/budgets which it presents to the Group, but this was commercial information rather than public. The Communications Panel will present directors with an outline of what supporters wanted when asking for a 3-year plan.    
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