BETTER COMMUNICATIONS

Some questions raised at recent Communications Panel meeting.

1
We’ve heard that Reserves are still seeking funds. What truth is there in this?
A
One of the most common comments following the Better Communications meeting in the club last January and at Supporters’ Club meetings was that to progress as a Club we needed a good Reserves set-up to compete with the likes of Morecambe, Southport, Lancaster etc.

Directors agreed to their re-introduction so long as they weren’t a drain on first team finances ie if we the Supporters/Directors/Coaches could find ways to fund them. It’s very much a Supporters’ effort. The Supporters Club is playing a major role. The Communications Panel, Paul Parker in particular, has come up with several useful fund-raising schemes this season. 

Basically, the Reserves have been funded as we go along. The fund-raisers so far have covered the costs and we have one or two more ideas to see us through to the end of season. Hence we are confident that the Reserves are viable. In fact we are looking to expand youth coaching and to possibly have an under-16’s side.

Having succeeded this season, there is no reason that the Reserves shouldn’t go from strength to strength. Please get behind Mark Cox in any way you can, and if you have ideas let Mark, Tony Neve or Mick Wearmouth know. Supporters’ efforts this season have already demonstrated that even ideas that only bring in a few pounds directly can open doors eg some have led to good, new contacts with local businesses willing to help develop youth football in Chorley.

Q2 
Why don’t we appoint a Commercial Manager to bring in more funds?

A
True, we’ll need extra funds, particularly if we are promoted and need to challenge for the Unibond Premier. But in the past we’ve had full-time commercial managers and it hasn’t worked out.  

However, Wayne Goodison has agreed to follow up as many commercial/sponsorship leads into the club as he can. 

We can all help. In a way, every Supporter can be an ambassador and attract sponsorship which will fund Moly and Wayne’s team building  – without being a super-salesman.  If you know of any local shop, pub or business that may be persuaded to get involved in Chorley FC, but don’t feel like approaching them yourself, Wayne will help. Get in touch via Mick Wearmouth. 

Q3
Why don’t we apply for Football Trust grants for funds to upgrade Victory Park?
A
We are applying for grants to several organisations for Health & Safety and security items such as cameras, phones for stewards, and even some help with repairs to the roof of the main grandstand. An electronic noticeboard is another idea being pursued. However, grants aren’t ‘automatic’and we have to argue our case alongside all the other clubs. More details when we are successful. 

If you have a question to put before the Board then make your ideas/concerns known to any Panel member (names published in earlier programmes) to Mick Wearmouth or email either website.

